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¢& "With a territorial base, radical Islamist and Baathist forces would find
ways to damage our interests here and abroad. Worse, our withdrawal
would tacitly establish the principle, which we forcibly rejected in
Afghanistan and more recently in Somalia, that we are prepared to live
with a regime dedicated to our destruction even when we might be in a
position to do otherwise." 29
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This item argues against the position Coalition troops should pull out on the topic Post-
invasion Iraq.
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